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eryllttle attention has been

One Big Beautiful Bzil Act
(PL.119-21§71107) whlch
_ will have a profound nega-
tive effect upon almost all individu-
als once they are detenmnedlto be
eligible for Medicaid benefits. They
will be required to renew their Med-
icaid eligibility every six months.
instead of once ayear. - |
This shift in policy is touted
as necessary to reduce fraud and
‘| improve the enrollment process,

place., Currently renewal (called
recertification) must take p!aee at
¢ least once aryedr but can be more
bl frequent, at'the agency’s discretion.
21l In reality; the impact will be to dis-
| enroll recipients:who are ellglble
&, for coverage but are tripped up by
burdensome paperwork. The Con-
gressional Budget Office estimated
! that this provision would reﬁiult in-
' $62,600,000,000 in savings overa’

!
{-

3 tenyearpenod and would increase:

{8l the number of ‘people without
l|. health insurance by, 700,000.

;nitlal
process is Iong :and arduous.
iirés docimentation ofistch
rs'as age, citizensh:p, mantal
1§‘1'.attus' residence, health| insuranca,

ation

i %A ‘Medicaid- recertihc#tmn
ik appiicatlon is a'similar paperwork

. is required to prowde docunienta-
15 -tlon each: year ¢ ‘of current indome,

Uhealth insurance.
| Atthe present time, when most
; Medtca.ld apphcatlons are accept-
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| but protections are-already in '

B ’Remp:entswﬂlneed torecertify " -
! almost as soon as they are flound -
Iiglble and.every six. months
ereafter. At the same time, the ™~

{ifF Tesources and mcome. Anyon who.
Bt " stated in the Spring of 2023. After
_three years of automatic receruﬁ-
: cation. many Medicaid reciplents
‘were confused about their rein:
stated obligation to (ecer_tlfy

»llege .

challenge The Medicaid recipient -

| resources, hvmg expenses} and
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ed, coverage is

authorized for one year. Recipi-
ents must then recertify annually
to continue to receive health care
coverage. The One Big Beautiful Bill
requires two complex pajperwork

- cycles each year. The effective date

of the new law is Jan. 1, 2027.
The new, semi-annual recertifica-
tion requirement is compounded

by the fact that, in 2020 due to the’

The initial Medicaid ap-
plication process is-long
and-arduous. It requires
-.décumentation of stich :
factors as age, CltlZenShlp,
-‘'marital s status, residence,”
“healthi :nsurance, resources
andincome.. - "' .-
Covid Publlc I{ealth Emergency,

recertiﬁcatlen was suspended Elli-.
gibility for Medicaid was automati-

*“cally extended without the filing of
" arecertification application. With
. theunwinding of the public health

emergency, recertification was rein-

Recertification in New York -
City for Medicaid Recipients

Each county has its own rules
for recertification. This description

is specific to New York City. The
- initial Medicaid approval notice

commonly authorizes coverage
for twelve months.

", Approximately: a month or

twoimorthstbefore: thé datedr:
which'Medicaid-benefitsiare due!

to expire, the recipient should
receive a “renewal” or “recertifica-
tion™” by mail. This packet includes
instructions on how to complete
and return the application to the
local Medicaid agency and also
requires the recipient to iden-
tify and document their current
income, resources, rent, utilities,

and health insurance premiums.

Upon receiving notice of the
approval of their initial applica-

tion, recipients should pay close
attention to the period of autho-
rized coverage and when it will.
expire. They should anticipate that
they will reteive a recertification’
package within a month.ortwo of-
the end of the period of authorized.
coverage. If they have not received-
arecertification packet in the mail,
they can obtain a copy online at.
the Access HRA website.

" The recertification package:
should be sent to Medicaid by a.
method that can be tracked (fax’
confirmation or certified mail:or
private mail carrier). It is alsoipos--
sible to submit thé application:

3 online if the recnpient has created.

an account for himself or herself-

using the Access HRA website. Once -

the application has been filed, the'
recipient.can call HRA's automated

line at 1-888692-6116 to check the.,
. . status of said application. &

The packet includes'a date by

which it must'be‘retiirned to the. .

agency. Failure to return the recer-

tification packet to'Medicaid by the ..
due date can resultin theissuance'.

of a-“Notice of Discontinuance;
and the termination of Medicmd
benefits. '

Recént Pioblem in Medicaid
' Recertification Applications

There is'a recent pattern of

cases where recipients submitted -

aMedicaid recertification applica-
tion but received a Notice of Dis-
continuance because the agency’

~ alleged that the application was' -
not received. Recipients who have

received such a notice have the'

right to request a fair hearing. A

Fair Hearing must be requested.
within sixty (60) days of the date on*
which the notice has beeniissued. «

rrifiasFairrHeating is requestedi
before-the effective  »Rages
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date of the notice (date in which
Medicaid benefits are to termi-
nate); then all existing Medicaid
benefits shall remain in place on
an “Aid Continuing basis” until a
decision is rendered after said
hearing If Medicaid benefits are
terminated based upon an erro-
neous finding that recertification

application was not filed in a time-
Iy manner, this finding can be chal-
lenged if there is evidence that
the application was indeed filed
in a timely manner. It is of critical
importance to save all proofs of
the timely filing of all submissions
of documents to Medicaid.

Conclusion

The unfortunate effect of the
One Big Beautiful Budget Act upon

Medicaid recipients will be the
twofold increase in the burden of
recertification. It will place them
at a great risk for the Jnss of these
valuable benefits due to paper-
work errors, missed deadlines or
confusion. It changes Medicaid
from a relatively stable benefit
to a constantly precarious one.
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